
MILTON BRYAN PARISH MEETING 


Minutes of the Milton Bryan Parish Meeting
held on Wednesday 29th October 2025
in the Village Hall

Present:  	32 members of the public, Peter Horrocks – Chairman,
CBC Cllr J Baker, Reverend Rachel Snow, Dominic Smith – Woburn Estate, Karen Barker – Clerk

782	Apologies:
Alan White - PCC

783	Minutes of previous meeting:
The Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 28th May 2025 were approved and agreed by all those present.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of events.

784	Matters Arising:
	There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.

785	Reports and Representations:
	785.1	CBC Cllr J Baker gave a report:
· CBC Cllr Baker has been busy representing the village since May regarding various issues.  
· Central Beds Council have been undertaking a community governance review which includes the review of parish boundaries, to create, merge, or abolish parishes and change electoral arrangements like the number of councillors.  The process ensures that the governance of a community reflects its identity, interests, and needs.  Some parishes have requested changes and CBC will have to carry out consultations but there is nothing affecting Milton Bryan.
· CBC Cllr Baker has met Milton Keynes council leaders and they have been discussing how to spend money given to them by Government.  The Government is carrying out a fairer funding review which is determining local authority funding allocations.  This would mean that CBC would receive less money from Government and this could have a detrimental effect on services and cause cutbacks to be made.
· There are lots of road closures due to works by utility companies.  This is very frustrating for the village.  CBC Cllr Baker said that temporary traffic lights could be used on the B5704 road instead of it being closed but he has been told that the road will be re-opened only when the road works are finished.
· The call for sites consultation on the number of sites being taken forward will take place early in 2026.
	785.2	Dominic Smith – Woburn Estate
				Mr Smith said that he joined the Woburn Estate in November 2024 as 
	the Property Director.  The future of the scout camp is being considered and they are in discussion with someone who would like to restore the buildings sympathetically particularly as they are listed buildings.  The restoration will be positive for the village and it is imperative to find good use for the site.  Mr Smith assured the meeting that it will not be a distribution centre or a visitor centre but was unable to give further information at this time.  He said that residents should contact him if there are any queries about village matters relating to the Woburn Estate.  The Chairman thanked him for attending the meeting.

	The Chairman thanked Dominic and his team for dealing with the flooding at South End which had affected a charity property and also planned action to deal with flooding on the curve of Church End, near to Gwen O’Connor’s house.

786	Milton Bryan Charity – new Charity deed – explanation and questions
Fiona Falle said that the current deed was drawn up in 1973 and is very out of date and restrictive.  The aim is to tighten up the wording, clarify how grants can be made and properties let out for rent.  She spoke about the proposed changes to the deed:

Property upkeep
The first priority for the income of the charity is the repair of and other expenses relating to the properties of the charity.

Tenancy and rental policy
In terms of rental policy for new tenancies the deed refers to

“providing accommodation for residents at affordable rental fees”.

Priority for tenancies will be for residents or close family members of those who are resident in the village.  (The full deed will define this in greater detail).

The reference in the previous deed to “best obtainable rents” has been removed.



Purposes
The purposes of the charity will be expanded from the previous focus on only helping those in need.  This reflects social and economic change and the growth of publicly funded support.  However supporting those in need remains a priority.

The language of the new purposes is drawn from charity law.  How these purposes might be applied in Milton Bryan will be a matter of discretion for the trustees.

These are the proposed revised purposes:
a. the relief of those in need, by reason of youth, age, ill health, disability, financial hardship or other disadvantage
b. the advancement of citizenship or community development
c. the advancement of environmental protection or improvement
d. the advancement of the arts, culture, heritage or science
e. the advancement of amateur sport

The chairman said that a meeting of the Charity will be held after the parish meeting.  He reported that the annual accounts and report have just been submitted on the Charity Commission website.  There are a significant level of reserves of £400,000.  He paid tribute to the previous trustees who had left the Charity in a good financial position.  A letter has been delivered out to the village asking if anyone has a financial need and some money has been paid out.  The Christmas grant has increased to £500 for those of pensionable age and live in a Charity property.  The Chairman said that village residents should approach the charity if they have any questions or suggestions.

787	Village Matters:
787.1	Village Projects/Highways
Discussed Point 786.1.

787.2	Other Village matters/Open Forum
A resident asked that the vegetation on the bridleways be cut back, 
Mr Smith from the Woburn Estate said that he will look into it. 

788	Updates from Village organisations:
788.1	St Peter’s Church – update
Reverend Snow expressed thanks from St Peter’s Church to residents Gwen and Karen for their fund raising efforts and for all the produce donated.  Funds raised amounted to £1,500.  Permission has been given for a garden of remembrance from the Diocese.  An area has been cleared and will be planted out soon.  The tree festival will be held on 13/14th December, the carol singing will be held on 20th December and the carol service will be held on 21st December at 3pm.

788.2	Village Hall
The Village Hall Quiz night will be held shortly and the AGM will be held on Monday 3rd of November.  Residents are welcome to come along.  Members are still being sought to join the committee.



788.3	Cricket Club
Thanks were expressed from the Cricket Club for the funding towards a bench.  This will be placed appropriately so it can be used by the village.

789	Finance:
789.1	Accounts to 30th September 2025:

	 
	         £ 

	Barclays Current Account 
	3,529.64

	Barclays Savings Account 
	2,415.22

	Less unpresented payments
	0.00

	TOTAL 
	5,944.86

	 
	

	B/F 2024/25
	4,530.98

	Receipts to 30th September
	3,040.96

	Payments to 30th September
	1,627.08

	TOTAL 
	5,944.86



	789.2		Budget/Precept 2026/27
The Clerk to draw up the budget.  The Clerk said that she will try to keep the precept the same as last year or keep to a very small increase.

	789.3		Banking arrangements
The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Meeting has now changed to online banking.

790	Clerk vacancy:
No applicants have as yet come forward.

791	Planning:
There were no planning matters raised.

792	Correspondence:
There was no correspondence.

793	Date of next meeting:
Meetings will be held in February, May and October each year.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th February 2026 starting at 7.30pm.  

The Meeting closed at 8.13pm

Signed: ……………………………………. (Chairman)    Date: ………………………….
