
MILTON BRYAN PARISH MEETING 


Minutes of the Milton Bryan Parish Meeting
held on Wednesday 25th February 2026
in the Village Hall

Present:  	13 members of the public, Peter Horrocks – Chairman,
CBC Cllr J Baker, Karen Barker – Clerk

794	Apologies:
Andy Creamer, Nigel David

795	Minutes of previous meeting:
The Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 29th October 2025 were approved and agreed by all those present.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of events.

796	Matters Arising:
	There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.

797	Reports and Representations:
	797.1	CBC Cllr J Baker gave a report:
· Anglian Water – the current works in the village have been suspended as a new plan has been instigated by Anglian Water due to the location of services under the road.  They will move off site until September and will repair any damage to the verges.  There will now be a 50 day closure from September for the work to be done.  
· CBC budget – budget discussions have been difficult particularly with the £17m reduction in funds from the Government.  
· The Government is implementing a "devolution revolution" to transfer powers from Westminster to local leaders across England, aiming to finalise the map of devolution and empower regional mayors.  CBC must therefore come up with a plan to work with nearby authorities by the end of March and this could include Bucks or Milton Keynes.
· Glass collections will commence from 30th March and bottle banks will be removed.
· Call for sites – following the initial assessment, the remaining sites will go through a further assessment process to determine whether they could be considered for future development.  This information will be available towards the end of the year.
· Potsgrove – the road through Potsgrove will be made a ‘no through’ road except for access.
· Potholes – there are many issues with the roads in the area, in particular with potholes, the pothole by Paris House has been reported.

798	Litter picking and proposals for visual improvement
	The Chairman gave thanks to Jaci Potter on behalf of the village for organising the litter pick event.  The event went very well.  There will be another litter pick at some point

	The Chairman asked the meeting if they had any ideas for other improvements as there is a small amount of funding in the budget which could be spent on improvements.  Suggestions included:

· Village gates
· Speed cameras
· Layby improvements - placement of litter bins
	It was agreed to obtain quotes for village gates and speed cameras.  The Chairman said that if any further ideas occur in between meetings the Chairman, the Vice Chairman or the Clerk can authorise some small amounts of funding but any large amounts would need to be approved by the full meeting.

799	Updates from Village organisations:
799.1	Church – Garden of Remembrance
The Chairman confirmed the request for a contribution towards funding a new garden of remembrance.  The plan is to create two sets of hedges to create an enclosed private space so that plaques can be placed in commemoration of loved ones and also the improvement of the path.  The cost will be in the region of £2,500.  Residents queried the ongoing cost of the new garden and mentioned a large tree in the churchyard which needs cutting back and whether the Woburn Estate well help with this cost.  The Chairman suggested splitting half the cost of the works with the charity perhaps spending £600 each.  This was proposed by Clare Francis and seconded by John Anthony and agreed by all residents present.
  
799.2	Charity
The Chairman said that positive conversations had been held with Eversholt Parochial Charity and Milton Bryan Charity will collaborate with them to make positive changes.  Eversholt Charity employ a village agent who helps residents apply for certain benefits they are entitled to and this service will be provided in Milton Bryan.  The Chairman said that he attended a monthly lunch event in Eversholt held by the Charity which is also open to residents of Milton Bryan, transport can be arranged for those who need it.

	799.3	Village Hall
		The Big Breakfast is to be held on the 2nd of May.

800	Village Matters:
800.1	Village Projects/Highways
	Road signs have been cleaned and this has improved the visual impact of the village.  The notice boards are in a bad state of repair and could be replaced or removed.  The meeting agreed to keep them and improvements made apart from the one at the T junction which can be removed.

	The Chairman said that he will thank the Woburn Estate for recent works they had undertaken in the village including Meads Close field work and clearance of the drains along Mags Lane and the improvement of the path by the allotments.

800.1.1	Scout Camp
The Chairman reported that the Woburn Estate is in negotiations with a commercial tenant regarding the use of the buildings.  The Estate will endeavor to keep the area tidy and cut back overgrowing vegetation in the meantime.

800.2	Parish Meeting policies for annual review
The Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment, Reserves Policy and Asset Register were reviewed and agreed with no changes.  The documents were resolved as accepted by the Parish Meeting.

800.3	Change of Parish Meeting dates
The Chairman confirmed that the hall is booked on Wednesday evenings for the foreseeable future and it has been agreed that future parish meetings will be held on a Monday evening, the next one will be held on the 18th of May.

800.4	Other Village matters/Open Forum
There were no further comments.

801	Finance:
801.1	Accounts to 31st January 2026:
	 
	         £ 

	Barclays Current Account 
	2,474.19

	Barclays Savings Account 
	2,422.27

	Less unpresented payments
	160.02

	TOTAL 
	4,736.44

	 
	

	B/F 2024/25
	4,530.98

	Receipts to 31st January
	3,048.01

	Payments to 31st January
	2,842.55

	TOTAL 
	4,736.44



	801.2		Budget/Precept 2026/27
The Clerk confirmed that the budget for 2026/27 has increased to £3,128.  With income expected from the allotment rent of £165, the precept will be increased to £2,963.  This is an increase of 3.6% over the previous year.  The full budget can be accessed on the website.

802	Clerk vacancy:
No applicants have as yet come forward.

803	Planning:
There were no planning matters raised.

804	Correspondence:
Grand Union Canal Transfer Scheme

805	Date of next meeting:
Meetings will be held in February, May and October each year.
The next meeting will be held on Monday 18th May 2026 starting at 7.30pm.  

The Meeting closed at 8.37pm

Signed: ……………………………………. (Chairman)    Date: ………………………….
