
MILTON BRYAN PARISH MEETING 


Minutes of the Milton Bryan Parish Meeting
held on Wednesday 18th May 2026
in the Village Hall

Present:  	6 members of the public, Peter Horrocks – Chairman,
CBC Cllr J Baker, Karen Barker – Clerk

806	Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman:
	Nigel David proposed that Peter Horrocks be elected as Chairman of Milton 
	Bryan Parish Meeting.  This was seconded by Craig Gibson.  There being no 
	other nominations and Peter Horrocks being willing to accept, he was duly 
	appointed as Chairman of Milton Bryan Parish Meeting.

	Nigel David proposed that Andy Creamer be elected as Vice Chairman of
	Milton Bryan Parish Meeting.  This was seconded by Kelvin White.  There being
	no other nominations and Andy Creamer being willing to accept, he was duly 
	appointed as Vice Chairman of Milton Bryan Parish Meeting.

807	Apologies:
Andy Creamer, Clare Francis, Rosemary Rogers, Alan Boyce

808	Minutes of previous meeting:
The Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 25th February 2026 were approved and agreed by all those present.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of events.

809	Matters Arising:
	There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.

810	Reports and Representations:
	810.1	CBC Cllr J Baker gave a report:
· CBC budget – The council has a challenging time ahead with the reduction in government funding of £33m over the next few years.  Cost savings need to be made.
· Recycling - recycling is costing more than it should due to the waste having to be sorted.  Residents are urged to check what should go in their recycling bin.
· Devolution - Further discussions are being held regarding devolution and pushing powers down to councils.  This could mean that there will be bigger regional councils and watering down of powers particularly regarding planning.
· Pond Lane - this is not on the electoral roll and does not formally exist.  It is currently known as South End.  A road can be renamed but CBC Cllr Baker said that there would be a significant cost which would be charged to the houses that would have their address changed.  The properties would then be given a new post code.  This would have a knock on effect for the residents as they would also have to change their address for any correspondence.  Should the residents wish to go ahead with this change he will be happy to take it forward.
811	Potential expenditure proposals
	811.1	Visual Improvement/traffic calming
			Peter Horrocks said that he is still looking into costs and local authority 
			permissions.

	811.2	Allotments
				Peter Horrocks said that the allotment society pay their regular annual 
	rent to the Parish Meeting.  The Parish Meeting pay the water bill and the rent for the allotment ground to the Bedford Estate.  He said that he has been approached for funding towards the connection of the hoses to the main tap and this would cost in the region of £100, this was agreed by the meeting.  Craig Gibson said that there will be 2/3 allotments available to rent next year and anyone interested should contact the Parish Meeting.

812	Updates from Village organisations:
812.1	Church
Alan White gave an update.  The tower has been stabilised.  Just under £5,000 was spent on repairs to the main roof and upgrade to the guttering.  The church is now watertight.  The inner roof has now dried out and plaster is coming off, so this now needs repairing.  The willow tree in the garden of remembrance needs either removing or severely pollarding.  Once this is done, the hedging will be finished.  Upcoming fundraising events organised are the fete to be held on 27th June, harvest supper on 28th September and the Christmas tree festival in December.  Finances are reasonably stable due to fundraising that has taken place.

812.2	Charity
Peter Horrocks reported that there will be a tenants meeting in the autumn.  There will be a repairs and maintenance improvements programme undertaken.  There is also a new village advisor, Lizzie Barnicoat, who has been employed to help support residents of the village and residents are encouraged to contact her if they need any assistance.  This service is confidential.  The charity has given a number of individual grants recently and anyone in the village who would like to apply should contact the charity.


812.3	Cricket Club
Peter Horricks said that the club continues to deepen its relationship with the village particularly with those residents in a non playing club role.  The club will be setting up a non playing membership.  They are looking at creating a community garden/play area to benefit the village and will design this in consultation with the village. The Parish Meeting agreed that this would be a good idea to encourage residents to go and watch cricket and gather together.  There was general support for this initiative from the Parish Meeting.

813	Village Matters:
813.1	Scout Camp
	Peter Horrocks said that the area is being used by the scout camp at the moment and the Bedford Estate are still in negotiation/discussion regarding commercial use.

813.2	Other Village matters/Open Forum
There were no further comments.

814	Finance:
814.1	Accounts to 31st March 2026:

	 
	         £ 

	Barclays Current Account 
	1,736.83

	Barclays Savings Account 
	2,428.40

	Less unpresented payments
	

	TOTAL 
	4,165.23

	 
	

	B/F 2024/25
	4,530.98

	Receipts to 31st March
	3,054.14

	Payments to 31st March
	3,419.89

	TOTAL 
	4,165.23



	814.2		Annual audit of accounts
	Governance Statement/Accounting Statement
The Parish Meeting approved the Annual Governance Statement.  The Annual Governance Statement was proposed for approval by Nigel David, seconded by John Braithwaite and agreed by all present.  

The Parish Meeting approved the Statement of Accounts.  The Statement of Accounts was proposed for approval by Nigel David, seconded by John Braithwaite and agreed by all present.

The statements were signed by the Chairman.  The Clerk to place the final audit documents on the website.       
                                                                    (Action Clerk)

814.3		Exemption from external audit
Nigel David proposed, seconded by John Braithwaite that the Parish Meeting confirm their exemption from external audit, agreed by all present.  The Chairman signed the Exemption form and the Clerk to send it to the external auditor and place a copy on the website.                                              (Action Clerk)

814.4		Internal Audit Report
The Clerk read out the report and this was noted by the Parish 
Meeting:

-No audit issues were identified and having tested all the aspects of the meetings internal controls and based on the information made available, the internal control objectives were achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the meetings needs.

815	Clerk vacancy:
No applicants have as yet come forward.

816	Planning:
There were no planning matters raised.

817	Correspondence:
There was no correspondence

818	Date of next meeting:
Meetings will be held in February, May and October each year.
The next meeting will be held on Monday 19th October 2026 starting at 7.30pm.  

The Meeting closed at 8.08pm

Signed: ……………………………………. (Chairman)    Date: ………………………….
